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Building Active Read-
ing Strategies in 
Struggling Readers  
ACTIVE READING IS AN IMPORTANT 
PART OF THE READING PUZZLE! 

Readers that are able to read the words as well as compre-
hend, summarize, infer, and make connections to what they 
are reading are what we would call “active readers”.  They are 
actively working before, during and after reading.  Many 
readers do this automatically, but for our struggling readers 
this is more difficult.  They may be reading the words on the 
page, but they often make very little meaning of the text.  We 
can teach our struggling readers to be active readers by 
providing them with clear modeling and ongoing support 
with connected text to apply skills.  Modeling may be a think 
aloud, demonstration, or interactive learning activity.  Then 
students should be able to practice the skill with guided prac-
tice, meaningful feedback, and then gradually given the op-
portunity to practice independently.   

 
YOU KNOW YOUR STUDENTS ARE 

ENGAGED IN ACTIVE READING 

WHEN THEY CAN… 

 applying what they know (prior knowledge) 

 interacting with the author (responding critically to the text) 

 predicting (trying to determine the importance of the text) 

 solving problems (attempting to understand confusing parts 
of the text) 

 summarizing (at the end of each page or where convenient)  
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USEFUL  

WEBSITES 

 www.learninggamesf
orkids.com/
vo-
cablary_games.html 

 http://pbskids.org/
games/vocabulary/ 

 http://
www.readingresourc
e.net/
websitesforkids.html 

 District Literacy Site 



“A book is a gift you can open again and again…”  —
Garrison Keillor 

Read With Your Pencil 

Encourage students to read with their 

pencils.  This allows them to circle un-

known words, place question marks 

above statements that are confusing, 

circle the main idea, or find evidence to 

an important essential question.   

Focus on Vocabulary 

Have students write throughout the text 

when they find evidence that supports the 

meaning of important vocabulary.  Pre-

teach vocabulary words and have stu-

dents read to find the meaning.  Then 

have them write the meaning in their own 

words and create a mental image to rep-

resent the word.  

 

 

 

 

Reading with a Purpose 

Rather than telling your students to just 

read in Read to Self give them a mission.  

They could be reading closely to look for 

author’s purpose, literary devices, facts, 

or context clues that help understand new 

words.  This can be recorded in an inde-

pendent reading journal for you to use for 

mini conferencing or skill check ins.   

Making Mental Images 

Teach students to create a mental image 

in their heads of what the text says.  Stu-

dents may draw or diagram their images 

and then practice retelling through their 

drawings or diagrams.   

 

STRATEGIES TO BUILD ACTIVE      
READING 

Read Each Paragraph Carefully and 

State What it Says and What it Does 

When reading text encourage the stu-

dents to think of each sentence, para-

graph or page and determine what it 

“says” and “does”.  What does the au-

thor say explicitly, and how do the words 

affect the text? 

Map Out or Visually Diagram the Text 

This will help students make connec-

tions and understand important events 

or key concepts in the text.  This helps 

to make ideas visual to a struggling 

learner.  This is particularly effective for 

visual learners and serves as a tool for 

students to teach or collaborate with 

others over a shared text. 

Make and Revise Predictions 

Active readers should make and revise 

their predictions through the story they 

are reading.  Predictions support com-

prehension and cause readers to en-

gage with the text.  Predictions are not 

always correct and this allows struggling 

readers to feel confident about taking 

educational risks.   Predications should 

be based on background knowledge 

and evidence from the text.   

Asking Questions 

One of the most powerful strategies you 

can empower struggling readers to learn 

how to do effectively is asking ques-

tions.  Questioning engages the read-

ers, motivates them to read more, and 

helps them focus on what they think 

may happen.  This comprehension al-

lows for a deeper understanding.  Con-

sider Higher Order Thinking Stem 

Prompts or teach the students through 

Depth of Knowledge questioning.   
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SIX ACTIVE READING STRATEGIES 

 

 

 

HOW WILL I REMEMBER WHAT THE STRATEGIES ARE?   

REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE: 

Veronica Called Queen Piper  
Clever  and Enthusiastic  

 

 

  3 

 
 

Visualize Predict Clarify Connect Question Evaluate 

Stoplight Reading 

Before, During and After Reading Strategies  

 

 

 

 

Examining a text before 

reading it is like warming up 

before you actually complete 

the work or reading and 

understanding what you 

Pausing during the reading 

of a selection and thinking 

about what you have read 

helps the reader to under-

stand the selection better. 

Once you have finished 

reading, it is necessary to 

stop and think about what 

you have read.  

After Reading—Stop and 

Reflect 

During Reading—Pause, 

Think, Act 

Before Reading—Go!            

Prepare to Get Started 

http://wsascd.org/downloads/

Active_Reading_Strategies.pdf 
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“Excellence By Example” 

“The performance expectations in NGSS are designed to describe what students should be 
able to do when instruction is complete. They’re not meant as learning objectives, and 

shouldn’t be treated as instructional strategies. Instead, use them as goals to guide the activi-
ties and lessons that you select, giving students learning experiences that will give them con-

fidence in demonstrating the expectations once it comes time for assessment.” —http://
ngss.nsta.org/ 

The Three Dimensions: 
Disciplinary Ideas: Grouped in four domains: Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and 

Space Science, and Engineering, technology and applications of science.  

Crosscutting Concepts:  These concepts stretch through all dom ains.   They in-
clude patterns; cause and effect; scale, proportion, and quantity; systems and system models; 

energy and matter; structure and function; and stability and change.  

Science and Engineering Practices:  These are behaviors that scientists use as 
they investigate and build models and theories, as well as engineering practices that engi-

neers use as they design and build models and systems.  They include asking questions and 
defining problems, developing and using models, planning and carrying out models, analyz-
ing and interpreting data, using mathematics and conceptual thinking, constructing explana-
tions and designing solutions, engaging in argument from evidence, and obtaining, evaluat-

ing, and communicating information    —http://ngss.nsta.org/

NEA—Classroom Management Articles and resources:  http://www.nea.org/tools/

ClassroomManagement.html 

NJCORE—http://www.njcore.org/ 

MATHCOUNTS Foundation—https://www.mathcounts.org/ 

NJ STANDARDS REVIEW  
PROCESS UPDATE: 

On March 8 the last of three public hearings was 

held to invite comments on the proposed revi-

sions.  There will be a final hearing presented to 

the NJ Board of Education on May 4th  


