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MOTIVATION IS AN IMPORTANT 
PART OF THE READING PUZZLE! 
Within the last few years, efforts to improve student achievement have focused on 

providing our elementary schools with improved curriculum and instructional 

materials,  teacher training and articulation, refinement of assessments and data, 

and the implementation of standards that define grade level expectations. Even 

with all of these things in place, student motivation to learn is essential to making 

the most gains in student achievement, especially with our struggling readers.  

“Motivation can make the difference between learning something temporarily, 

and being able to ‘own’ and apply what they have learned permanently.”   

(Hurst, 2013) 

One study showed that students who are motivated to read, spend 300% more 

time reading than students who are not motivated to read (Wigfield & Guthrie, 

1997). Student motivation is not only linked to higher levels of achievement, but   

also linked to positive self-esteem, social skills, and lower dropout rates. 

It is our job as teachers to make content taught interesting and authentic, create 

literacy rich classrooms, and provide daily opportunities for our students to read 

good fit books.  It is essential that we develop the felt need to learn more and pro-

vide activities that allow our students to excel.  Student motivation and engage-

ment are key to solving the reading puzzle!  

 

GROWING READERS 

“Every child, every day…” by Richard Allington and Rachael Gabriel  

• Reads something he or she chooses • Reads accurately • Reads some-

thing she or he understands • Writes about something personally mean-

ingful • Talks with peers about his or her reading and writing • Listens to a 

fluent reader read aloud  
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USEFUL WEBSITES 

 www.studyladder.com 

 www.starfall.com 

 www.schoolwide.org/zing 

 www.readtheory.org 

 www.learn2earn.org 

 www.readwritethink.org 

 



“I believe if you can turn a kid on to reading, you are 
saving a life.”  James Patterson 

‘Transmediation’  

The process of translating a work into 

a different medium. The student 

chooses ideas in an existing medium 

and change it’s representation to an-

other medium.  During this process, 

students transfer information from one 

modality to another.  For example, stu-

dents could take a poem and turn it 

into a picture book, or take song lyrics 

and turn them into a work of art or pho-

to collage.  Another example may be 

transforming a book read into a comic 

strip. 

‘Wordless Picture Books’ 

Wordless picture books allow students 

to see a story purely by illustrations.  

Teachers can provide students access 

to wordless picture books to analyze 

and orally retell important story ele-

ments.  Struggling readers will be moti-

vated by the mere fact that they do not 

have to focus on the reading fluency of 

the actual words.   

 

‘Word Ladders’ 

To complete each Word Ladder 

takes just ten minutes but actively 

involves each learner in analyzing 

the structure and meaning of words. 

To play, students begin with one 

word and then make a series of oth-

er words by changing or rearranging 

the letters in the word before. With 

regular use, Word Ladders can go a 

long way toward developing your 

students’ decoding and vocabulary 

skills. 

 

“Make your Passion Public’ 

Celebrate your Top 10 (or 5) favorite 

books. Vote periodically and publish 

your classrooms Top 5-10 reading 

passions. The Top 5-10 can be a 

year-long activity by including the 

Top 5-10 favorite fiction books, infor-

mation titles, poems, magazines, 

and websites. 

STRATEGIES TO MOTIVATE  READERS 

 

‘Honoring Books’   

Provide a quick introduction to the 

books being "honored." Show chil-

dren a book and then introduce — 

and endorse— it by reading a few 

pages or asking students questions 

to pique their interest. When you 

introduce books by instilling in chil-

dren a desire to find out what's in 

them, those books fly off the 

shelves. They will become so popu-

lar that you might need a waiting list! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Read Aloud’ 

Allowing students to read-aloud. 

Although teachers should read-

aloud daily, inviting students to oc-

casionally read-aloud a self-

selected text or portion of a text 

(e.g., book or magazine article) can 

be motivating for all. Allowing stu-

dents to participate in the read-

aloud will require some planning. 

Students should rehearse their 

read-aloud for several days at 

home or with a classroom buddy 

before reading aloud to the class. 
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 Retelling  

Stem Prompts 

Red- Ready to hear a retell-

ing of the story? The charac-

ters in the story are… 

Orange- On to where this  

story took place… 

Yellow- You have to hear the 

problem in the story… 

Green- Get ready for a few 

more details… 

Blue- Better start bringing it 

to a close and telling you 

how the problem was 

solved… 

Purple- Picking my favorite 

part is easy.  It was when… 



‘Your Life In Books’ 

This strategy promotes wide reading 

and connects books to important 

events in our lives.  This is a re-

minder of the important role reading 

plays on all of us.  This also pro-

motes meaningful conversations, 

discussions, and allows children to 

make meaningful connections.  

‘Alphaboxes’ 

A-Z boxes that allows for building 

background knowledge and intro-

ducing academic and content vo-

cabulary.  Students can continually 

add words to the boxes as they are 

learning.   

‘Pattern Puzzles’ 

Pattern Puzzles is a reading strate-

gy that challenges students to read 

a text selection and then organize 

what they’ve read. Students are 

challenged to put a series of cards 

containing key ideas from the text in 

order. This is a thinking activity that 

combines physical manipulation of 

pieces with mental manipulation of 

concepts. Students can work indi-

vidually, in pairs, in small groups, or 

even as a whole class.  

‘Picture This!’  

Picture This! is a powerful method 

for motivating students to use their 

visual literacy skills to read and re-

member text. Students see a pro-

jected image, discuss it, read a text 

selection that “explains” the image, 

and then connect their reading to a 

deeper discussion and understand-

ing of the projected image.  

‘Reader’s Theatre’ 

Use text as a script and allow stu-

dents to “act out” a story or event 

within a story.  Students can do this 

with partners or in groups.  Each 

student is given a part and is able to 

practice their lines.  This can also be 

used to develop speaking and lis-

tening skills.   

 

 

What I hear, I forget. 

What I hear and see, I 

remember a little. 

What I hear, see, and 

ask questions about 

or discuss with some-

one else, I begin to 

understand. 

What I hear, see, dis-

cuss, and do, I acquire 

knowledge and skill. 

What I teach to an-

other, I master. 

(Silberman, 1996, p. 1) 
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In any classroom, you’ll 
find that the students 

have an enormous range 
of interests. That means 
that the teacher needs to 

be able to offer them a 
wide variety of books. The 
more diverse the options, 
the more likely it is that 
every student can find 

something that interests 
him or her individually. 
(e.g., Gambrell, 1996). 



HOME SCHOOL CONNECTION 
Tips To Give Parents 

How to Nurture a Growing Reader  

1. Read with your child everyday.  

2. Make sure they have plenty to read. Take them to the library regularly. 

3. Notice what interests your child and help them find books about those things.  

4. Praise your child’s effort.  

5. Help your child build a personal library.   

6. Check up on your child’s progress. Listen to them read aloud! 

7. Go places and do things with your child to build background knowledge and vocabulary.  

8. Tell stories. It’s a fun way to teach values, pass on family history and build your child’s listening and thinking skills.  

9. Be a reading role model. Let your children see you read, and share some interesting things with them that you have 

read in books, newspapers and magazines. 

10. Continue reading aloud to older children even after they have learned to read by themselves.  

11. Encourage writing along with reading. Ask children to sign their artwork, add to your shopping list, take messages 

and make their own books and cards as gifts.  

The Shift in the Common Core—Advice for Parents 
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“Excellence By Example” 

 

What is the shift? What Students Will Have To Do How Parents Can Help 

Read as much  

fiction as  

nonfiction  

Read more non-fiction  

Understand how non-fiction is writ-

ten and put together  

Supply more non-fiction texts  

Interact with non-fiction text  at home 

Learn about the 

world by reading  

Learn more about science and social 

studies through reading  

Supply series of texts on  

topics that interest your child 

 Find books that explain how things 

work and why  

Read more  

challenging  

material  

Re-read until they understand  

Read books both at and above their 

comfort level  

Continue to motivate themselves to 

improve 

Know what is grade-level appropriate  

Provide challenging texts as well as 

books they can read easily  

Read challenging books with your 

child  

Talk about reading 

using evidence  

Find evidence to support their argu-

ments  

Form judgments and opinions  

Discuss what the author is thinking  

Make predictions about what will 

happen next  

Talk about texts  

Demand evidence in everyday discus-

sions and disagreements  

Read aloud or read the same book as 

your child and discuss  

Discuss predictions  

Write about text 

using evidence  

Make arguments in writing using 

evidence  

Compare multiple texts in writing  

Learn to write well  

Encourage writing at home  

Write “books” together using evidence 

and detail  

Review samples of exemplar student 

writing  

Know more  

vocabulary words  

Learn the words they will need to use 

in college and career  

Get smarter at using the “language of 

power”  

Read often and constantly with young 

children  

Read multiple books on the same topic  


