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Building Knowledge 
Through Content Rich 
Text 
PAIRED READING IS AN IMPORTANT 
PART OF THE READING PUZZLE! 
“Students must be immersed in information about the world around them if they are to 

develop the strong general knowledge and vocabulary they need to become successful 

readers and be prepared for college, career, and life. Informational texts play an im-

portant part in building students’ content knowledge. Further, it is vital for students to 

have extensive opportunities to build knowledge through texts so they can learn inde-

pendently. 

In K-5, fulfilling the standards requires a 50-50 balance between informational and liter-

ary reading. Informational reading includes content-rich nonfiction in history/social stud-

ies, sciences, technical studies, and the arts. The K-5 standards strongly recommend that 

texts—both within and across grades—be selected to support students in systematically 

developing knowledge about the world.”   —taken directly from www.corestandards.org 

Paired Reading plays an essential role in developing this strong knowledge of content, espe-

cially for our struggling readers.  This allows the students to build connections, develop a 

deeper meaning, and actively collaborate and participate in learning activities. 

 
WHEN SELECTING TEXT CONSIDER… 

Use of quantitative measures to assign a text to a grade level—consider language, structure 

and meaning of the text 

Use of qualitative measures to locate a text within a specific grade level—consider readability 

and depth in terms of complex text 

Use of professional judgment to decide how suited a text is for a specific instructional pur-

pose with a particular set of students—consider the learning objective and if students are 

able to use the specific text to actively learn and apply a skill 
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 www.youcubed.org 



Teach Paraphrasing 

When reading, teach students how to 

paraphrase what they are reading regu-

larly throughout the text.  This can be 

done through think alouds, close reading 

activities, or the use interactive journals 

where students take notes or draw pic-

tures.  When paraphrasing students are 

able to go back and reference events in 

the text.   

Color Code the Text  

Have students color code the evidence in 

the text to highlight various types of evi-

dence that they find.  Students can color 

quotations in red, numbers and statistics 

in green, and facts in orange. This allows 

them to see the various types of evidence 

and how they aid in understanding the 

content presented in the text.   

 

 

Use Multiple Sources  

When learning content, consider using 

multiple sources to allow students the 

opportunity to deepen their understand-

ing. Videos, articles, fiction and nonfiction 

text provide the students with several 

opportunities to investigate concepts and 

important related vocabulary.  Use graph-

ic organizers and anchor charts to docu-

ment evidence from each source.   

Connect Reading and Writing 

When using content rich text, have stud-

nets apply their understanding of what 

they read through writing activities.  Con-

sider having the students complete a pro-

ject based learning unit that allows them 

to create a written project that shows their 

understanding.   

 

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE THROUGH     
CONTENT RICH TEXT 

Use Mentor Text to Build Connections 

Mentor Texts are an excellent way to 

teach students information through an 

interactive read aloud.  This provides 

the teacher an opportunity to model 

good reading strategies, ask questions 

about the content area, and discuss 

connections to other text.   

Pull Out The Evidence 

Teach students how to cite important 

evidence to back up their reasoning to 

an answer.  After a discussion, pause to 

have students reflect on the evidence 

that came up and how it was used. En-

courage students to cite particularly 

compelling uses of evidence, and to set 

goals for the next discussion.  

 

Give Kids a Purpose 

When reading content rich text allow the 

student to focus on the purpose for 

reading.  Are they looking for important 

information or vocabulary?  They may 

be looking to build connections between 

one, two or three sources.  When stu-

dents can focus on the purpose for 

reading they are more likely to reach 

their instructional goal. 

Use Think Alouds 

When reading content rich text, teach 

students how to think aloud in order to 

make sense of what they are reading.  

This modeling will allow students to 

build deeper connections, make infer-

ences, synthesize information, and ask 

higher level questions of themselves 

and others.   
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CHOICE BOARDS ARE AN EXCELLENT WAY TO 
BUILD UNDERSTANDING 
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www.thecuriousapple.com  

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrB8o_ifzNXnFYA6tWQnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTBxNG1oMmE2BHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA3J1cmwEaXQD/RV=2/RE=1463021666/RO=11/RU=http%3a%2f%2fwww.thecuriousapple.com%2f2013%2f06%2fnon-fiction-reading-response-choice_12.html/RK=0/RS=6TE4UkIZBV1wYz
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“Excellence By Example” 

Next Generation Science Standards—Important Appendices to Review 

 

Appendix A:  Conceptual Shifts —  http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/Appendix%20A%20-%204.11.13%

20Conceptual%20Shifts%20in%20the%20Next%20Generation%20Science%20Standards.pdf 

 

Appendix C:  College and Career Readiness — http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/NGSS%20Appendix%

20C%20Final%20072613.pdf 

 

Appendix H:  The Nature of Science and The Next Generation Science Standards — http://www.nextgenscience.org/

sites/default/files/Appendix%20H%20-%20The%20Nature%20of%20Science%20in%20the%20Next%20Generation%

20Science%20Standards%204.15.13.pdf 

 

 

 

NJ.com — New science standards in N.J. schools is a giant leap for education  

http://www.nj.com/opinion/index.ssf/2016/04/

new_science_standards_in_schools_a_giant_leap_for.html?scrlybrkr 

Primary Source Sets from DPLA 
The Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) —Primary Source Sets help students develop critical think-
ing skills by exploring topics in history, literature and culture through primary sources. The sets draw 
online materials from libraries, archives, and museums, including letters, photographs, oral histories 
and video clips. Each set includes a topic overview, primary sources, links to related resources and a 
teaching guide.    
       https://dp.la/primary-source-sets 
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