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Creative Curriculum
• All Based on Research and Theory

• The Learning Environment

• How Children Develop & Learn

• What Children Learn

• The Teacher’s Role

• The Family’s Role



How Children Develop and Learn
Play Centers

• Blocks
• Dramatic Play
• Toys & Games
• Art
• Library  
• Computer 
• Sand/Water 
• Music & Movement
• Gross Motor/ Outdoors
• Science/Discovery 
• (Jones, C. & Dodge, D. 2002. The Creative 

Curriculum for preschool. Washington, D.C. 
Teaching Strategies Inc.)



The Preschool Learning 
Environment

• The classroom structure makes it 
possible for teachers to teach and the 
children to learn

–Daily Routine

–A Safe and Secure Classroom 

Community



Daily Routine



Play Centers

• A physical space divided into interest areas is an 
ideal setting for preschool children who want to 

explore, make things, experiment, and pursue 
their own interests. 

(The Creative Curriculum for Preschool, Teaching Strategies)

• Centers are the most natural way to organize a 
classroom to enable children to become Active 

Learners.

(Wonderful Rooms Where Children Bloom!)



Guidelines for Learning 
Environment and Centers

1. Divide the space into well-defined interest areas for 
distinctive types of play.

2. Choose names for the interest areas that children 
understand

3. Establish visual boundaries
4. In developing the floor plan, consider the fixed elements 

of the physical setting and traffic flow within and 
between interest areas.

5. Plan the interest areas to accommodate many types of 
play.

6. Make sure materials are safe, clean and well maintained.



Guidelines for Learning 
Environment and Centers

7. Choose materials that reflect the children’s interests.

8. Choose materials that are appropriate for the children’s 
developmental levels.

9. Provide items that can be used in a variety of ways.

10. Choose materials that support different types of play 
that are typical of young children. 

11. Choose materials that reflect the experiences and 
cultures of the children in the program, and that reflect 
human diversity in unbiased ways.

12. Make sure materials are safe, clean and well maintained.



Guidelines for Learning 
Environment and Centers

13. Store materials so that children can reach 
them.

14. Use see-through containers to store materials 
in plain view.

15. Make sure materials are consistently stored in 
the same place.

16. Label shelves and containers so children can 
find and put away materials. 



Blocks



Literacy Centers(Book, 
Listening & Writing)



Dramatic Play



Music & Movement



Art



Sand/Water



Toys & Games



Science\Discovery



What Children Learn

The body of knowledge included in 
national standards and research reports 
for six content areas:

• Literacy
• Math
• Science
• Social Studies
• The Arts
• Technology

*Children learn content and skills 
through daily experiences. *



The Teacher’s Role
• Careful observations of children lead 

to a variety of instructional strategies 
to guide children’s learning.

• Teacher’s interact with children in 
interest areas, small groups, as well as 
throughout the day.



The Teacher’s Role

Services for each child are determined at the team meeting, 
where an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) is written. Beyond 
enrollment in the Preschool classroom, services may include 
Speech and Language services, Occupational Therapy, and 
Physical Therapy. 
• Our staff consists of Early Childhood Special Education 

Teachers, Paraprofessionals, and therapists in the fields 
of Speech and Language, Occupational and Physical 
Therapies. Speech and Language therapy is integrated 
throughout the  day.



The Role of the Family

Partnerships with each family are 
developed in order to work together 
to support children’s optimal 
development and learning. 

• Home Visits scheduled monthly
• Parent workshops twice a year



Theory and Research

The theories and research behind The 
Creative Curriculum are based on the 
theories and research that inform 
decision-making in the early 
childhood field- the work of:

• Piaget, Maslow, Erikson, 
Smilansky, Vygotsky, and Gardner


